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  Construction
The majority of underwater sound associated with offshore wind construction is from pile driving and vessel sound. To reduce the amount of 
underwater sound and protect marine life during wind farm construction, o�shore wind developers implement the following mitigation measures:

• Use of Noise Mitigation Systems (NMS): These systems, such as bubble 
curtains or hydro sound dampers, significantly reduce sound levels during 
pile driving of wind turbine foundations into the seabed.

• Protected Species Observers (PSOs): Independent, third-party protected  
species observers with expertise in marine mammal identification are 
present during pile driving—and during other activities that may cause 
acoustic disturbance—to monitor for the presence of protected species, 
ie. marine mammals. 

• Clearance and Exclusion Zones: Pre-determined areas specific to a 


